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TO SUPPORT INTERFAITH RESEARCH IN BEIRUT 
DAYTON, Ohio - Ellen Fleischmann, associate professor of history at the University 
of Dayton, has won four grants, including a Fulbright Scholar Award and a Fulbright-Hays 
Faculty Research Abroad Fellowship, to support interreligious research in Beirut, Lebanon, 
next year. 
Her project, '"Under an American Roof': The Encounter Among Women of Greater 
Syria and American Protestant Women," looks at the role of American missionaries in Lebanon 
from about 1830 to 1950. 
The work has earned a total of about $49,000 in external funding, including grants 
from the Presbyterian Historical Society and the Norwegian Research Council. 
"I'm fortunate to be part of a growing wave of interest, post 9/11, in the interactions 
between Westerners and Middle Easterners," said Fleischmann, who serves on the board of 
directors of the Middle East Studies Association. Until recently, few studies have looked at the 
role of missionaries in the Middle East, where Protestants, Catholics, Europeans and 
Americans all played a part, she said. 
Fleischmann, who taught at the Friends Girls School in Ramallah, West Bank, in the 
1980s, is drawn to questions of gender relations and cultural interactions. "I'm interested in 
how American women changed by living, often for the remainder of their lives, among people 
of the Middle East." 
And in multi-sectarian, multi-ethnic Lebanon, where "Muslim girls were educated by 
ultra-religious Christians, what did it mean to them? How did it affect their relations with 
others in their society? I'm interested in how this common educational experience promoted a 
solidarity and created a common culture," said Fleischman, who explored similar issues of 
class and gender in her first book, The Nation and Its "New" Women: The Palestinian Women's 
Movement 1920-1948. 
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For media interviews, contact Ellen Fleischmann at (937) 229-3046. 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax 
www.udayton.edu 
